Daniel Murphy
Scholarship Fund
Partnering with DMSF
Every young person, regardless of their family
financial situation, deserves a chance to thrive
academically, socially, and emotionally.

Your support provides Murphy Scholars with
access and opportunity.

High quality education at college prep high

schools, paired with responsive programming,
results in success. Join us in this important
work today.
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With the scholarship assistance
and responsive academic and
programmatic support DMSF
provides, Murphy Scholars are
equipped to succeed.
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Impactful results
By the numbers

471

current Murphy Scholars

87%

college persistence—
graduation within six years
of enrollment

2,000

Murphy Scholar Alumni

3,300

scholarships awarded since 1989

62

number of partnership schools
our Scholars attend

$37,800

is the median family income
of a Murphy Scholar family

The class of 2021

3.4

cumulative GPA

100%

of Scholars who applied were
accepted to four year colleges

97%

will enroll in a four year college

$5.2M+

total grants and scholarships

68%

will be among the first in
their family to attend college
or university
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Our Programs
The Daniel Murphy Scholarship Fund is proud of our decades-long
history of providing 3,300 Chicago area students with financial
assistance to attend outstanding college preparatory high schools.
But we do more than just unlock access to quality education. DMSF
also invests in Programs that Promote Persistence that provide
academic and social emotional support, assist with college placement,
and set Scholars on the path to a secure, life-changing economic
future. Our programs start even before our Scholars begin their first
day of high school and continue through the challenges of high school,
the college application process, the rigor of college, and as our alumni
pursue rewarding careers.
DMSF’s suite of Programs that Promote Persistence encourages the success of all Murphy
Scholars by providing responsive programming and tailored support throughout the year.
In response to the pandemic, DMSF has moved the majority of our services online.
Summer Bridge
To prepare newly-admitted Murphy Scholars for the rigorous,
college-preparatory environment of our partner schools, each
incoming freshman Scholar must attend a two week-long
workshop during the summer before they enter high school.
Summer Bridge classes have historically centered on character,
habits and strategies, language, and writing. All classes build
a variety of key skills as Scholars enter high school including
self-advocacy, time management and organization, note-taking, setting boundaries, and selfcare, while developing each Scholar’s leadership voice and style. The two weeks culminate
with Scholar debates, a talent show, and final celebration. DMSF partners and collaborates with
external educators/professionals to deliver the most relevant and responsive instruction during
the Summer Bridge program.
Mentoring and Affinity Groups
For many Murphy Scholars, the high school experience requires
emotional, academic, and social adjustments. To help ensure
their success, DMSF matches Scholars who request a mentor
with dedicated individuals who serve as confidants and advisors.
Mentors and Scholars communicate regularly and meet at
least once each quarter. Some Scholars participate in Affinity
Groups, our group mentoring program. Qualified and relatable
Murphy Scholar alumni serve as facilitators for groups of 12-17 Scholars. Affinity Groups meet
every other weekend during the school year, providing a safe space for peer-to-peer discussions
on the issues that affect many Murphy Scholars and are central to their identity.
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Professional Tutoring
DMSF requires that all Scholars maintain at least a 3.0 GPA. To
help ensure that our Scholars meet, and surpass, this obligation,
DMSF makes professional in-person and virtual tutoring available
to them. The Andy David Tutoring Center, opened in the DMSF
office in 2015, is staffed by professional tutors two afternoons
every week. Pre-pandemic, an average of 10 Scholars visited
the tutoring center each day it was open. Since the pandemic,
tutoring has been offered virtually. Ninety-three percent of Murphy Scholars who participated in
tutoring reported that it helped improve their grades in the subject areas covered.
Caddie Program
Each summer, up to 140 Scholars participate in our Caddie
Program. While caddying at a local country club for the summer,
Scholars earn spending money and gain job experience.
Participating caddies live in college dormitories and experience
independence away from home. By caddying for three summers,
Murphy Scholars become eligible to apply for the Chick Evans
Scholarship, a full-tuition and housing college scholarship
sponsored by the Western Golf Association. 160 Murphy Scholars have been named Evans
Scholars in the last eight years.
College Counseling
Sixty-eight percent of the members of the Murphy Scholar
Class of 2021 are the first in their families to attend college.
To help both Scholars and their families navigate the college
selection and application processes, DMSF has implemented
a four-year college counseling curriculum led by a full-time
College Counselor. The program is designed to equip each
Murphy Scholar with resources to find their “best college fit”
academically, financially, culturally, and socially. The curriculum includes college tours and
seminars to discuss different types of schools, scholarship opportunities, and types of financial
aid. Murphy Scholars are offered and encouraged to attend ACT/SAT prep classes that are
held in the evenings and on weekends. Once Scholars have identified the colleges they would
like to attend, our College Counselor works with families to secure the financial aid they need
to ensure their ability to complete college. As a result, our Class of 2021 earned $5,171,248 in
total gift aid (grants and scholarships) at the colleges they are attending; an average of nearly
$50,000 per Scholar.
Alumni Affairs
After high school graduation, DMSF continues to provide
programming for our alumni in college and pursuing careers.
The central goals of this programming are to maintain positive
relationships, support alumni enrolled in college, and ensure
meaningful placement for their professional careers. Postsecondary programming includes social activities, workshops
on college majors and careers, and internship opportunities.
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Our Scholars

Our Partners

DMSF currently serves 471 students in
grades 9-12.

To help geographically and economically
disadvantaged students access quality
education, the Daniel Murphy Scholarship
Fund partners with dozens of college preparatory high schools in Chicago and boarding
schools across the country. We work together
to match Scholars to best fit institutions and
to keep the financial burden Scholars’ families
must bear to a minimum so they can remain
enrolled for all four years. The partner schools
where the highest number of Murphy Scholars
are currently enrolled include:

DMSF serves Chicago and the adjacent
working-class suburbs of Cicero and Berwyn.
Our Scholars come from every corner of
Chicago with 73 of the city’s 77 community
areas represented including many which
score highest on the city’s hardship index
including Austin, Chicago Lawn, Humboldt
Park, and South Lawndale.
Race/Ethnicity



Hispanic, Latino/a, Latinx

52%

black or african american

38%

white

11%

two or more races

4%

asian/american

4%

native/indigenous or alaskan native
middle eastern

1%
1%

Gender
male

52%

female

45%

other/genderqueer

5%

non-binary

2%

Income
The median household income of a Murphy
Scholar family is $37,800, well below the
Chicago median of $58,247. Moreover, the
median household income in some of the
census tracts where our Scholars reside is
below $25,000.






De La Salle Institute
Fenwick High School
Latin School of Chicago
Loyola Academy
St. Ignatius College Prep

DMSF partners with leading Chicago-based
educational programs to deliver communications
and executive functioning skills workshops
during our Freshman Summer Bridge. We
partner with:
 Northwestern Center for Talent
		Development

 Language Empowers All People
		(LEAP)
 Peer Health Exchange
 Educational Endeavors

Educational Endeavors also provides additional
support for our Tutoring program.
DMSF maintains positive relationships with
other scholarship granting organizations,
including Big Shoulders, HFS Chicago Scholars,
and High Jump. We work closely with Big
Shoulders and HFS to provide comprehensive
support to Scholars once they are in high school.
High Jump, an organization that provides outof-school enrichment activities to 7th and 8th
graders to prepare them for the rigor of college
preparatory high schools, refers candidates to
us each year.

Source: Murphy Scholar 2020-2021 Survey
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Partnering with DMSF offers endless
possibilities for Murphy Scholars.

Our ability to support academically
strong students with limited economic
resources starts with generous gifts
from committed companies and
individuals.
We rely on the Chicago community,
to help us ignite potential that might
otherwise go unrecognized, and
to create a world of promise for
hardworking students.

Daniel Murphy
Scholarship Fund
Igniting potential. Enriching lives.
309 W. Washington
Suite 700
Chicago, IL 60606
dmsf.org

Connect with us
@MurphyScholars
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